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News from the U.S. Small Business Administration Tennessee District Office
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SBA Launches Onshoring Portal to Advance
America’s Economic Comeback
New Tool Connects Small Businesses to Network of more than 1 Million Domestic
Suppliers

Kelly Loeffler, Administrator of the U.S. Small Business Administration (SBA), announced the launch of the Make
Onshoring Great Again Portal, a free tool designed to help small businesses identify U.S. manufacturers and producers.
With a database of more than 1 million American suppliers, the searchable portal will empower job creators to source
domestic suppliers to support their operations - which witl in turn support American jobs, reconnect our supply chain
with U.S-based production, and end our nation’s concentrated dependence on foreign suppliers and adversaries tike
the Chinese Communist Party.

“The SBA is proud to support President Donald J. Trump’s mission to restore America’s economic resurgence by
empowering small businesses with the resources to supercharge the return of Made in America,” said SBA Administrator
Kelly Loeffier. “The Make Onshoring Great Again Portal will give job creators a direct line to more than one million
domestic suppliers - replacing foreign dependence with access to American-made solutions. it’s a decisive step toward



The portal is an online system where borrowers can view their loan balance, make payments, get a loan payoff
amount, access loan statements, etc.
Please be sure to visit https://lending.sba.gov to enroll if you do not yet have your account set up.
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Go Global with a Trade Grant or Export

Trade Loan

Stabilize seasonal sales and become less dependent on any one market by exporting.

EXPAND YOUR MARKET

Small businesses can enter and excel in the international
marketplace using State Trade Expansion Program
grants. Visit sha.gov/step to find out if your state or
territory is participating. You can:

¢ Learn how to export.
¢ Participate in foreign trade missions and
trade shows.
¢ Obtain services to support foreign market entry.
* Translate websites to attract foreign buyers.

¢ Design international marketing products or
campaigns.

FINANCING FORINTERNATIONAL GROWTH

Having trouble securing capital to meet your small
business exporting needs? Use SBA 7(a) export trade
finance programs to cover short or long-term costs
necessary to sell goods or services abroad. Loan
proceeds can be used for working capital to finance
foreign sales or for fixed assets—helping you better
compete globally. Apply for lines of credit prior to
finalizing an export sale or contract, and adequate
financing will be in place by the time you win

your contract.

If you've been in business for at least a year, ask your
area SBA Export Finance Manager about the 7(a) Export
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Working Capital Program. The 7(a) International
Trade Loan program also helps exporters who
have been adversely affected by foreign importing
competition, helping you better compete globally.

¢ MAX LOAN AMOUNT: $5 million
¢ INTEREST RATE: For Export Working Capital

Program, the rate is negotiated between borrower
and lender. For International Trade Loans:

» Loans $50,000 or less: Cannot exceed Prime or
SBA Optional Peg Rate plus 6.5%.

+ Loans $50,001 up to and including $250,000:
Cannot exceed Prime or SBA Optional Peg
Rate plus 6%.

+ Loans $250,001 up to and including $350,000:
Cannot exceed Prime or SBA Optional Peg Rate
plus 4.5%.

+ Loans $350,001 and greater: Cannot exceed
Prime or SBA Optional Peg Rate plus 3%.

¢ TERMS: For the Export Working Capital Program
- typically one year; cannot exceed three years.
For International Trade Loans, loan term varies
according to the purpose of the loan—generally
up to 25 years for real estate and 10 years for other
fixed assets.

¢ GUARANTY: Up to 90%

7(a) Export Express provides lenders with a streamtlined
process to receive an enhanced SBA guarantee when



providing small businesses with loans that will help
them start or grow export sales.

¢ MAXLOAN AMOUNT: $500,000
¢ INTEREST RATE:
« Loans $50,000 or less: Cannot exceed Prime or
SBA Optional Peg Rate plus 6.5%.

+ Loans $50,001 up to and including $250,000:
Cannot exceed Prime or SBA Optional Peg
Rate plus 6%.

» Loans $250,001 up to and including $350,000:
Cannot exceed Prime or SBA Optional Peg
Rate plus 4.5%
+ Loans $350,001 and greater: Cannot exceed
Prime or SBA Optional Peg Rate plus 3%
¢ TERMS: Up to 25 years for real estate, 10 years for
equipment, and seven years for lines of credit.

¢ GUARANTY: Up to 90%

HELP WITH TRADE BARRIERS

if you need assistance with international trade
regulations, the SBA can be your advocate in foreign
markets. Please email your contact information and
trade issue to international@sba.gov.

LENDER MATCH

Lender Match connects small business owners
and entrepreneurs with SBA-backed funding
through SBA Lenders. Visit sba.gov/lendermatch
for more information and to find an

interested lender.
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EXPERT ADVICE
ON EXPORTING

Find an SBA professional at a U.S. Export Assistance
Center: sba.gov/export-finance-managers.

The centers, located in most major metro areas,

are staffed by the U.S. Department of Commerce
and, in some locations, the Export-lmport Bank

of the United States and other public and private
organizations. Visit your local Small Business
Development Center (see page 12) for exporting
assistance from professional business counselors.

SBA AND
PARTICIPATING
LENDERS

The SBA helps small business owners and
entrepreneurs who are creditworthy but do not
have access to credit elsewhere on reasonable
commercial terms from non-Federal, non-State,
non-local government sources. If you can’t
obtain a business loan with reasonable rates
and terms, contact your local SBA Lender to
seeif you're eligible for an SBA program. The
SBA works with participating lenders to reduce
their risk, increasing the likelihood your loan
will be approved with the terms that work best
for you. The guarantee is conditional on the
lender following SBA program requirements.
Just like with any other loan, you make your loan
payments directly to your lender in accordance
with your terms.

FUNDING PROGRAMS
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Access Non-Dilutive Capital and Resources
to Bring R&D to the Marketplace

Get funding to develop your technology, invention, or innovation and scale your business.

WHAT IS YOUR INNOVATION?

¢ Advanced manufacturing
¢ AgTech

* Artificial intelligence
Biotechnology
Cybersecurity

Energy technology
Microelectronics
Quantum information science
Robotics

National security
Sensors
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Space exploration and technology

AMERICA’S SEED FUND

America’s Seed Fund provided competitive
opportunities for grants and contracts to develop your
cutting-edge technologies. It fosters and encourages
participation in innovation and entrepreneurship by all
people, including women, people of color, people with
disabilities, and entrepreneurs located in all 50 states
and U.S. territories.
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HOW IT WORKS

Every year, participating federal agencies announce
topic areas that address their R&D needs. Eligible
businesses submit proposals to win either grants or
contracts and then advance through three phases:

1. The proof-of-concept stage typically lasts
from 6-12 months and provides between
$50,000-$300,000.

2. The prototype development stage lasts about 24
months and typically provides $600,000-$2 million.

3. The commercialization stage is when your small
business seeks public or private funds for its
venture or sells the innovation for a profit.

RETAIN OWNERSHIP

The funding agency does not take an equity position or
ownership of your business. The federal government
also protects data rights and the ability to win sole-
source phase three contracts. Some agencies provide
additional resources beyond funding.



Participating agencies:
¢ Department of Agriculture

¢ Department of Commerce, including the National
Institute of Standards and Technology

¢ National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration

¢ Department of Defense, including Army, Navy,
and Air Force

¢ Department of Education
¢ Department of Energy

¢ Department of Health and Human Services,
including National Institutes of Health, Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention, and the Food and
Drug Administration

Department of Homeland Security
Department of Transportation

Environmental Protection Agency

National Aeronautics and Space Administration
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National Science Foundation

HOW TO FIND FUNDING

Identify a participating agency or agencies interested in

your topic area. Apply to a specific solicitation. Get more

information about funding opportunities (solicitations)

and current topics at sbir.gov/apply.

CONNECT WITH RESOURCE PARTNERS

SBA’s Federal and State Technology (FAST) Partnership
Program was established to help you navigate America’s
Seed Fund programs (SBIR/STTR). FAST partners

work to support businesses through all phases of
development — pre-award, award, and post-award
towards commercialization.

To find a FAST partner in your state, visit:
shir.gov/community/fast. Visit sbir.gov to find
funding opportunities, helpful program tutorials, and
information on past award winners.

SBA’s Regional Innovation Cluster (RIC) Initiative
supports innovative small businesses and entrepreneur
support organizations across the country. RICs

build business support networks to help small
businesses start and grow. RICs can provide services
like accelerators, incubators, market research, and
government and commercial contracting assistance.

SBA’s RICs are geographically concentrated groups of
interconnected businesses, suppliers, service providers,
and associated institutions in a particular industry or
field across the United States.

RICs work directly with American innovators and
entrepreneurs to forge connections, provide industry or
technological subject matter experience and expertise,
and assist with access to capital, customers, and
contracts.

At Fiscal Year End 2024, there were 26 RICs located
throughout the U.S. providing services in areas such as,
but not limited to:
¢ Cybersecurity
Biotechnology
information technology (IT)
Internet of things (1oT)
Early-stage agriculture technologies
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Early-stage agri-food value chains, including, but no
limited to:
» Pasture-raised livestock

» Farm-to-market opportunities leveraging novel
technologies, and

o Specialty crops

To find a RIC partner in your region, visit: sba.gov/local-
assistance/regional-innovation-clusters.
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Home Priorities Putting American manufacturers first ~ Make Onshoring Great Again portal

Make
Onshoring
Great Again

portal

Connect with verified U.S.
manufacturers, producers, and
suppliers.

This free tool from SBA helps connect businesses with verified U.S. manufacturers, producers, and suppliers. It's built to support companies that want to onshore operations,
strengthen their supply chains, and source the components they need—all proudly Made in the USA.

American-made isn’t just a label. It’s a commitment to quality, security, and strength.

What you can do with the portal Why it matters

Search for verified U.S. manufacturers, producers, and suppliers, find inputs and Reduce exposure to overseas disruptions, shorten lead times, improve delivery
goods that are Made in America, and connect with domestic organizations through reliability, strengthen quality control and operational resilience, and support
SBA-cosponsored matchmaking platforms. American jobs and rebuild critical domestic industries.

117
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IndustryNet Thomasnet
IndustryNet lists over 350,000 U.S. suppliers of machinery, parts, supplies, and Thomasnet helps small and medium businesses find and compare over 500,000
services organized by category. trusted American suppliers by location, company size and more.

CONNEX

CONNEX Marketplace connects U.S. manufacturers and suppliers into a searchable
supply chain solution.

Our commitment to America

Across the country, businesses are recognizing what Washington is finally embracing: America is strongest when we build here at home. Under President Trump’s leadership, the
federal government is finally investing in domestic industry, putting American workers first, and ending our dependence on foreign adversaries.

The onshoring portal gives small businesses the tools to lead this industrial comeback. The tool makes it easier to find U.S. organizations, reduce overseas exposure, and bring
production back where it belongs—supporting American workers, revitalizing local communities, and rebuilding our economic independence.
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. Italso esnpowers American manufacturers to become listed on our SBA-cosponsored matchmaking platforms - and allows small businesses to register for Lender Match if they need
additional capital backed by the SBA.

Cosponsorship Authorization #25-28-C. SBA’s participation in this Cosponsored Activity is not an endorsement of the views, opinions, products, or services of any Cosponsor or other person
or entity. All SBA programs and services are extended to the public on a nondiscriminatory basis.

Short URL: sba.gov/onshoring
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Putting
American
manufacturers

first

SBA is leading a task force that is
laser focused on growing
American-based manufacturers.

Made in America Manufacturing Initiative

The Made in America Manufacturing Initiative commits to a deeper collaboration and coordination of federal agency resources designed to:

» Increase access to capital
« Improve opportunities for public and private investments in support of manufacturing in America

» Help small businesses export their products on a global scale

EE

Cutting red tape for small manufacturers Increasing access to capital

Find out how to start, grow, or expand your manufacturing business.
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= The Office of Advocacy is uniquely empowered to help small manufacturers with
their regulatory concerns.

e o o
Finding onshoring resources Taking your manufacturing business global
The Make Onshoring Great Again portal connects businesses with verified U.S. If you're a small manufacturer, here's how to work with SBA for your trade needs.

manufacturers, producers, and suppliers.

Manufacturing success stories

Read the stories of small manufacturers who have been helped by SBA.

Made in America roadshow sessions

One of SBA’s top priorities is a deeper engagement with manufacturing communities where access to capital and federal contracting opportunities have been limited. In collaboration
with federal partners, SBA is hosting crucial roundtable discussions in various locations throughout the nation.

Throughout these sessions, SBA shares valuable information on how small business manufacturers will have improved access to funding, government contracting, and export
opportunities through the Made in America Manufacturing Initiative. Additional topics of discussion include how SBA is working to elevate small business growth, job creation and

public and private investments for American manufacturers in each local area.
* March 10 & 11 - Indianapolis, Indiana

» March 12 - Columbus, Ohio

* March 12 - Cleveland, Ohio

¢ March 13 - Clinton Township, Troy & Ferndale, Michigan

« March 18 - Milwaukee, Wisconsin

« March 19 - Peoria, llinois

e March 20 - Davenport, lowa & Rock Istand, lllinois

e March 26 - Bozeman, Montana

* May 12 - Gillette, Wyoming
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o Mayl13- Salt Lake City, Utah
s May 14 - Las Vegas, North Las Vegas & Henderson, Nevada

Short URL: sba.gov/manufacturing
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VETERAN-OWNED

AMERICAN

SBA Resources for Veteran and Military Spouse Manufacturers

The SBA offers a range of resources Additional
to help veteran and military spouse Support Includes
manufacturers succeed, including basic

and advanced training, flexible financing Experienced mentorship and

solutions to scale, and support from counseling from the SBA and
trusted partner organizations, such as: its expansive network
ASSOCIATI!ION O F
WOMEN’S BUSINESS CENTERS @ Access to government
contracting opportunities
through MySBA Certifications

FOR THE LIFE OF YOUR BUSINESS

— _— Export assistance
AMERIC AJ“’S 9 .and trad.e tools for
SBDC VBOC international sales

@ Learn More: sba.gov[veterans)

All SBA services are extended to the public on a non-discriminatory basis. April 2025.




SBA CERTIFICATIONS UPGRADE
What You Need to Know

The SBA is upgrading how our customers apply for and manage their federal
contracting certifications. What do you need to know?

SBA’s certification upgrade starts in August 2024.

- Initial certification applications will not be accepted during the upgrade period.
« The upgraded system is expected to be available for new certifications in early September.

What will this mean for my firm?

+ Most certified firms will not be impacted by the pause in applications.

+ New or prospective applicants are encouraged to wait to apply after the upgrade.

- Applications submitted before August 1 will be processed in the order received.

+ Firms needing to renew should receive guidance from their certification program.

« Firms facing a critical contracting deadline can contact certifications@sba.gov.
— Please provide proposal number, agency, and bid due date.

Which certifications are impacted by the upgrade?

+ Women-Owned Small Business (WOSB)

Economically Disadvantaged Women-Owned Small Business (EDWOSB)
8(a) Business Development Program

Veteran Small Business Certification (VOSB)

+ Service-Disabled Veteran-Owned Small Business (SDVOSB)

Historically Underutilized Business Zones (HUBZone) Program

- -
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Stay tuned! The SBA will be providing more resources and guidance over the coming days.
Visit certify.sbha.gov for the most current guidance or contact us at certifications@sba.gov
or202-205-6459.

All SBA Programs and services are extended to the public on a nondiscriminatory basis. S B U.S. Small Business

June 2024 Administration




